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to maintain the democratic republic., and which
endanger its existence. ... It is not my intention
to retrace the path I have already pursued, and a very
few lines will suffice to recapitulate what I have
previously explained.
Three circumstances seem to me to contribute
most powerfully to the maintenance of the demo-
cratic republic in the United States.
The first is that Federal form of Government which
the Americans have adopted, and which enables the
Union to combine the power of a great empire with
the security of a small State.
The second consists in those municipal institutions
which limit the despotism of the majority, and at the
same time impart a taste for freedom and a knowledge
of the art of being free to the people.
The third is to be met with in the constitution of
the judicial power. I have shown in what manner
the courts of justice serve to repress the excesses ol
democracy, and how they check and direct tie
impulses of the majority without stopping its activity.